
 
 
 
Bomber Driver Erick Ray Loves All American Speedway 
 
Roseville, CA - (April 28, 2010) -  Bomber driver Erick Ray has been going to All 
American Speedway in Roseville since 1993.  He first came to the track with his 
brother Rick Anable, when Anable raced mini-stocks and Bombers, and now Ray 
comes to race his No. 77 Bomber week in and week out.  He hardly ever misses a 
race and it shows. 
 
Ray lost the 2009 Bomber championship to No. 01 Adam Chapman by 12 points.  
 
He raced a few races in 2002, then didn't start again until 2007.  He raced a 2001 
Chevy Nova for half a year in 2002, team driving with his brother and leading in the 
points for most of the season.  The track changed the team points and gave half to 
Ray and half to his brother.  This moved him to sixth in points. 
 
After that, he bought a 1977 Camaro, which is the car he presently races.  He had a 
lot of trouble in the first year with the Camaro. He had engine, transmission and 
mechanical problems.  He went through three transmissions and two motors.  Then 
he got sponsorship from California Transmissions, built a transmission for 2009 and 
has not had any problems with it since. 
 
Ray co-drives the car with Mark Sharp. Sharp raced regularly in Street Stocks and 
Bombers at AAS until a few years ago when he was racing his Street Stock and got 
together with another driver, got airborne and hit the wall head on in turn four. It 
was a bad accident and it shook Sharp up. 
 
Ray thought about selling his car after last season because of the cost of racing, but 
when there were no buyers, he said he just couldn't sit around and not race. He 
asked Sharp if he wanted to co-drive and Sharp thought about it and decided to do 
it. Sharp brought Allied Bail Bonds as a sponsor to the team and that has been a big 
help Ray said.  Sharp has worked on the No. 77 Bomber a lot, more than he has on 
his own cars. He has owned a couple of Street Stocks since his accident, but for the 
most part, other drivers have raced them. He came out a couple of times this year 
and raced some hot laps in the No. 77. 
 
Ray started off this year winning the season-opening race.  Everything seemed to be 
going great until last Saturday, when he lost an engine.  He is currently putting in a 
new engine in his car so he won't miss a race. 
 
Ray's other brother, Gene VanZandt, has helped tremendously by going for parts and 
tearing the car apart and putting it back together.  He has also helped financially on 
the new motor Ray is getting, and even helps watch Ray's kids.  Ray gave him his 
main event trophy when he won the first race at Roseville this year. 
 



Ray said sponsor money is very hard to come by these days.  He has limited 
sponsorship, but he relies heavily on them.  He is sponsored by California 
Transmissions, Verde Creations Landscape Co., Vic's Tools, Allied Bail Bonds, Ricks 
Automotive, MTFX Graphics and Kerrock Countertops.  
 
Dave Thompson, who drives the No. 37 Bomber and Ray have been helping each 
other and a friendship has developed between the two.  "I helped him with the whole 
set-up thing and putting it on the scales and chassis work, and he has helped me by 
helping pulling my engine and putting it back in.  He also loaned Ray an engine.  Ray 
does all the work on his car except for the machine work.  
 
Ray loves racing at Roseville and plans to race there for the rest of his life.  He said 
he feels like he got in to racing a little late to move up, but he said he'll go as far as 
he can take himself.  "Bomber racing is really fun," he said.  "It's less expensive, you 
can take someone out for a ride and share a good time." 
 
He has also raced Street Stocks and Modifieds.  Last year he took his No. 77 Bomber 
to different Open Shows and won at Lakeport and All American Speedway. 
 
"I've got way less of a car than most people out there, but I still get out there and 
get the job done," Ray said.  "I make what I have work.  We feel like underdogs as 
far as equipment goes." 
 
He said this year he went into the season knowing he has a very good chance to win 
the championship, but he wants to have fun doing it.  "I'm focusing on having fun 
this year.  Last year was stressful." 
 
"I love the competition and winning amongst friends and other competitors.  I like it 
all, the camaraderie, the friendships, and the whole package.  I get nervous before 
every race, but once I'm on the track I'm fine." 
 
Ray gives all the credit to God.  "I'm in church every Sunday," he said. And he is 
looking for more sponsorship.  "I've got two front fenders waiting for someone's 
name on them," he said. 
 
Ray works at Sierra Auto Care in Loomis as a mechanic. He is married to Shelly and 
is the father of four children: Claudia 14, Ericka 7, Billy 5 and Hannah 2 1/2.  His 
wife and children are at the track most Saturdays.   
 
Ray's No. 77 Bomber car will be on display at California Transmissions Car Show and 
BBQ at  6037 Pacific Street in Rocklin from 8:00 a.m. until noon. 
 
He will be racing this Saturday night at All American Speedway in Roseville in the No. 
77 car and Sharp will be racing the No. 01 Bomber.  Gates open at 4:00 p.m. and 
racing begins at 6:00 p.m.  For more information go to: 
www.allamericanspeedway.com. 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact Jeannie Broussal at 530.613.4445, racegirl@colfaxnet.com or 
Karen Spencer at 916.663.3723, kespencer@ncbb.net 
 


